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b

cdedd¤

w

rs¥snkoks
¦epdlks¤
r��qs¤
iqhrks
hi
teusksj
v
g�z|��


�
g�z|�§
�
nhr
g���x�g���
�








\XA=KD?>>U
@<EFMA>SKC

@AM?=E?�KH

@A=B?C><D<
E<=@<>F
GE=?H>I


Q@KVO>NJ

WA=B?C>?

T=IE<=@<>>?

OPFBX?

GE=?H>I

C

FOS?><CPA><MF


Q?E<><@?COSC<M
GE=?H>I
T<=U@EF̂

b

cdedd¤

w
rs¥snkoks
¦epdlks¤
d�od̈s¤
iqhrks
hi
teusksj
v
g�z|��


�
g�z|�§
�
nhr
g���x�g���
�








������
©�
ªA=IS<=K?PR>A
M<=A
GE=?H>I








W<
SA=IS<=K?PR><D<
M<=U
GE=?H>I
>?PAB?SR

T=IXA=AB>K

M<=OREK


C<@I
YI=I><N
��
M<=OREI;
MIPRZ
CK@PK[FC?>I;
CK@
PK>KH

>?VXKPRY<D<


CK@TPICF
UE
>?
M?SA=IEFZ
S?E
K
>?
<OS=<C?;Z
a<

>?PAB?SR

GE=?H>KZ


?X<
CK@
T=UMI;
CI;K@>I;
PK>KVZ

UEK

QLJ@>FNSR

CK@T<CK@>K

S<[EÎ
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LAW OF UKRAINE 

On the State Border of Ukraine 

( Ukrainian Parliament Bulletin (UPB), 1992, No. 2, Title 5 ) 

{ Promulgated by Ukrainian Parliament Decree
No. 1778-XII (1778-12) of Nov 4, 1991, UPB, 1992, No. 2, Title 6 } 

{As amended by Laws 
No. 245/96-VR of Jun 18, 96, UPB, 1996, No. 37, Title 167;  
No 662-IV  (662-15) of Apr 3, 2003, UPB, 2003, No. 27, Title 209;
No. 289-VI  (289-17) of May 20, 2008, UPB, 2008, No. 26, Title 243
No. 1276-VI  (1276-17) of Apr 16, 2009, UPB, 2009, No. 38, Title 535
No. 1710-VI  (1710-17) of Nov 5, 2009, UPB, 2010, No. 6, Title 46
No. 4652-VI  (4652-17) of Apr 13, 2012, UPB, 2013, No. 21, Title 208
No. 5290-VI (5290-17) of Sep 18, 2012, UPB, 2013, No. 41, Title 549
N 406-VII  (406-18) of Jul 4, 2013, UPB, 2014, No. 20-21, Title 712
N 1641-VIII  (1641-19) of Oct 04 2016, UPB, 2016, No. 46, Title 780 } 

Ukraine, pursuant to the Constitution of Ukraine (254k/96-VR), the Declaration of Ukrainian State 
Sovereignty (55-12), and the Declaration of Independence of Ukraine (1427-12), steadfastly follows a 
policy of peace, and advocates improvement of security for the peoples of Ukraine based on the principles 
underlying inviolability of state boundaries as an expression of the territorial integrity, political/economic 
independence, sovereignty, and unity of Ukraine. The state border of Ukraine is inviolable. Any violation 
of the border will be decisively terminated.

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. State Border of Ukraine

The state border of Ukraine is a line (and the vertical surface passing through that line) marking the 
boundary of the territory of Ukraine — on land and water, in the subsoil, and in the airspace.

Article 2. Definition of the state border of Ukraine and defense and protection the state border

The state border of Ukraine is defined by the Constitution (254k/96-VR) and the laws of Ukraine, as 
well as international agreements ratified by the Ukrainian Parliament.

Defense of the state border of Ukraine is an integral component of the overall state system for 
ensuring national security and is based on coordinated action taken by military units and law enforcement 
bodies whose organizational structure and operating procedures are defined by law. These activities are 
undertaken within the limits of their authorized powers through implementation of a set of political, 
legal/organizational, diplomatic, economic, military, border-area, immigration, intelligence, 
counterintelligence, operational/investigative, environmental protection, public health/quarantine, 
environmental, engineering, and other measures. 

The Ukrainian State Border Service coordinates the activities of military units and government law 
enforcement bodies for protection of the state border. 
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Protection of the state border of Ukraine is an integral part of the overall national system for defense
of the state border and is based on implementation of measures by the Ukrainian State Border Service (on 
land, sea, rivers, lakes, and other bodies of water), and the Ukrainian Armed Forces (in the airspace and 
under water) in accordance with the authorities delegated to them for the purpose of ensuring inviolability 
of the state border of Ukraine. 

The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine shall, within the scope of its powers, implement measures to 
defend and protect the state border and territory of Ukraine. 
{ Article 2 as amended by Law No. 245/96-VR of Jun 18, 96; as stated in Law No. 662-IV ( 662-15 ) of
Apr 3, 2003 }

Article 3. Definition of the state border of Ukraine 

Unless otherwise specified by Ukrainian international agreements, the State Border of Ukraine is 
defined as follows:

1) on land—based on characteristic points and lines on terrain or clearly visible landmarks;
2) at sea—based on the external boundary of the territorial sea of Ukraine; 
3) on navigable rivers—along the center of the main navigable channel or thalweg of the river; on 

non-navigable streams (brooks)—along the centerline or along the centerline of the main branch of the 
stream; in lakes or other bodies of water—along the straight line connecting the points at which the state 
border of Ukraine reaches the shorelines of the lake or other body of water. When the state border of 
Ukraine runs along a stream (brook), lake, or other body of water, the state border shall remain stationary 
in the event of a change in the delineation of the shores or water level, or if the channel of the stream 
(brook) moves in one direction or the other; 

4) on reservoirs for water facilities and other artificial bodies of water—per the state border of 
Ukraine as it existed prior to filling of the reservoir or artificial body of water;

5) on rail bridges, motor-vehicle bridges, dams, and other structures that cross sections of navigable 
and non-navigable streams (brooks) along the border— at the middle or along their structural axis, 
independent of where the state border of Ukraine lies on the water.

Article 4. Marking of the state border of Ukraine

The State Border of Ukraine shall be marked on the terrain using clearly visible border marks for 
which the shape, dimensions, and installation procedure are specified in Ukrainian law and Ukrainian 
international treaties.

All documents for demarcation of the state border of Ukraine shall be approved by the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine, unless otherwise specified by Ukrainian international treaties ratified by the 
Ukrainian Parliament.
{ Second part added to Article 4 pursuant to Law No. 289-VI ( 289-17 ) of May 20, 2008 }

The Ukrainian State Border Service shall retain documents regarding demarcation of the state border 
of Ukraine in accordance with the procedure established under Ukrainian law. 
{ Third part added to Article 4 pursuant to Law No. 289-VI ( 289-17 ) of May 20, 2008 }

Article 5. Territorial sea of Ukraine

The territorial sea of Ukraine includes a 12-nautical-mile littoral belt of water beyond the line of 
maximum extent of the continental land mass or islands belonging to Ukraine or from the straight line 
connecting such points. The geographic coordinates of these points shall be approved in accordance with 
a procedure established by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. In certain cases, international agreements 
of Ukraine may establish a different width of territorial sea, and in the absence of such agreements,
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the territorial sea shall be established in accordance with generally recognized principles and norms of
international law. 

Article 6. Internal waters of Ukraine

The following are classified as internal waters of Ukraine:

1) Marine waters within a curve in the shoreline inward from the straight lines used to demarcate the 
territorial sea of Ukraine;

2) Waters of Ukrainian ports demarcated by a line passing through the permanent port facilities 
extending furthest from the shoreline.

3) The waters of coves, bays, gulfs, estuaries, harbors, and anchorages whose shores entirely belong 
to Ukraine, to a straight line drawn from shore to shore at the place where one or several passages to the 
sea first occur, provided that each such passage is no more than 24 nautical miles in width;

4) The waters of coves, bays, gulfs, estuaries, seas, and straits that historically belong to Ukraine;

5) The portion of subsoil bodies of water, and the waters of rivers, lakes, and other bodies of water 
whose banks/shorelines belong to Ukraine. 
{ Article 6(5) as stated in Law No. 245/96-VR of Jun 18, 96; as amended by Law No. 1641- -19 
) of Oct 4, 2016 }

Article 7. Mutual relations with adjacent states regarding border issues

Ukraine shall resolve border issues with adjacent states on the basis of mutuality and good 
neighbourly relations in accordance with this Law, other legislative acts of Ukraine, and international 
agreements of Ukraine.

[…] 
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